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USS Kearsarge Association Newsletter

Presidents
Message
by C.V. Lindley

SUMMER 2017
JACKSONVILLE SITE VISIT
FOR 2018 REUNION
Fellow Kearsarge Association members, VP
Barry Rittle and I along with our wife's completed a
very successful site visit to "The River City" by the
sea (Jacksonville Fl.) and are finalizing plans for our
2018 reunion as this news letter is going to press. The
dates are Monday April 30, through Friday May 04,
2018. Please SAVE THE DATES, mark your
calendars now and start making plans NOT TO MISS
what we think will be a very fun and memorable
Kearsarge reunion.
We will be in The Double Tree by Hilton
Jacksonville Riverfront, a downtown Jacksonville
hotel. Standard queens or doubles will be $105.00,
Riverfront kings or doubles will be $120.00, and a jr.
suite Riverfront-King $135.00. Rates do not include
taxes which currently total 13%. HOWEVER, we did
negotiate a complimentary buffet breakfast (normally
$14.95) (to include cooked to order eggs/omelets) to
be included for all guests. We were also able to
negotiate free self parking (normally $12.00 daily) as
well as free internet services. I encourage you to
consider the Riverfront rooms as the view is well
worth the extra bucks in my opinion. All rooms are
not equipped with refrigerators, so if you require one
then you MUST tell them so when you make your
reservation. RESERVATIONS WILL NOT be
available until the October/November 2017 time
frame so please don't contact anyone until the dates
are announced.
We will have a great fully stocked hospitality
room for your convenience. There will be a FREE
pizza/salad/wings night on registration Monday. In
addition to our Friday night banquet dinner meal, we

have planned two more buffet meals in the hotel in
order to keep our group together. Details to be forth
coming. VP Barry and I are doing all possible to keep
your costs down and that will all be on the
registration forms which you will receive in the
September as well as January editions of the
Kearsaga Newsletter.
This is only a synopsis folks of our site visit.
FULL details to include airport to hotel
transportation will be forthcoming in September and
January 2018.
The day time excursions/tours have not been
completely finalized at this time as we had two
different tour operators seeking our business. We do
pretty much have the tour destinations confirmed so
here's that information.

ST. AUGUSTINE HISTORIC TOUR
450 years of colorful history, (some of you lived part
of it). The Ponce De Leon discovery. The pirate
years of Sir Francis Drake . Tour all major sites and
stop at Castillo de San Marcos. A shopping
opportunity

NAVAL STATION MAYPORT
Lunch on base or possibly a ship, USS that is!!!

VETERANS MEMORIAL WALL
& JAX CITY TOUR
We'll have our memorial service there. (Memorial
Wall)

AMELIA ISLAND
(INCLUDING KINGSLEY
PLANTATION)
AND SHOPPING
An oasis of nature and interesting history of Amelia
Island, Florida. The "Buccaneer Trail" takes you
through maritime forests with a stop at Kingsley
Plantation which is maintained by the National Park
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Service. The tour will proceed to historic Fernandina
Beach and be met by a local historian who will
provide an informative and entertaining tour of this
historic village. Then lunch and shopping on-your-on.
WE'RE STILL WAITING AND WORKING
AND HOPING FOR A "GOOD SHOW" FOR
THEALHAMBRA DINNER THEATER. IT'S A
GREAT VENUE AND THEY CATER TO
MILITARY GROUPS, SO IF THEY BOOK AN
APPROPRIATE PRODUCTION THEN WE'LL
OFFER A DINNER THEATER EXCURSION
ALSO, (TBD).
Now another subject. During the business
meeting in San Diego it was voted on to start a web
page for the Association with Dale Maddy
"volunteering" to be the webmaster. There were some
doubters about it for various reasons some which
were "old age" and being out-of-touch with the
electronic age. I'm here to tell you right now that it's
a HUGE success. Not only we have we gained manymany members through it, it has saved the
Association a lot of money. A great number of
member have opted to receive the KEARSAGA
electronically vice via USPS that saves both printing
and postage dollars. If you wish to receive it
electronically, just shoot Dale an email. I personally
give DALE MADDY A BIG COMMENDATION or
"BZ" as they say in the old USN for his hard work
and dedication to our great Association.
Again, I'm charged up about our 2018 reunion
in the "River City by The Sea".

"IN OMNIBUS PINNACULUM"
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LOOKING BACK PART 2
By John Bennett, 1959-62,
Member Number 17
The Kearsarge Association is 25 years old! To
celebrate we would like to list and pay homage to past
officers, reunion coordinators and helpers who have
made it possible to reach our Silver Anniversary. I
hope you enjoy the highlights of past events in this
issue’ and we will share the conclusion in the next
Kearsaga
2002 - San Francisco, California
President: George Beam, Vice President: Ted Edington, Treasurer: John Work, KearSaga Editor:
Paul Czesak, Site Visit: John Bennett, Robert Smeck,
Reunion Coordinators: John Bennett, Robert
Smeck, Diane Lewter, Local Coordinators: Charles
and Kristin Slater
San Francisco was a great city for our reunion
but because of 911 and the economy our normal 100
rooms required dropped to 65 for this reunion.
During the site visit Robert Smeck and I thought we
would arrange for the reunion to be held at the downtown Hilton, but at the last minute the hotel staff
wanted us to guarantee the number of rooms we
would need which we could not do. Our second
choice was the Golden Gate Holiday Inn which was
located in a nice area and was not very far from the
Hilton where we were staying. Because it was not that
far away Robert Smeck and I decided to walk from the
Hilton to the Holiday Inn, unaware that we had to
walk through the infamous Tenderloin area. We made
it safely to the Holiday Inn and once there were able
to work out a deal with them to hold the reunion at that
location. The reunion attendees who arrived early
had a chance to visit the USS Hornet Museum at
Alameda. The Hornet CV 12 started out named the
Kearsarge but was renamed Hornet when the USS
Hornet CV 8 was sunk at Guadalcanal during WW II.
The ferry ride to get to the Hornet Museum gave us a
wonderful view of the waterfront and the San Francisco Bay. Tours for this reunion were of Napa Valley, Alcatraz, Muir Woods and Sausalito plus a tour
of San Francisco and local points of interest. I think
the band and singer we had at the dinner dance were
the best we’ve ever had as many stayed late and
danced the night away. A great city for a reunion!
Maybe we should go back!
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2004 - New Orleans, Louisiana
President: George Beam, Vice President: Ted Edington, Treasurer: John Work, KearSaga Editor:
Paul Czesak, Site Visit: George Beam, John Bennett,
Reunion Coordinators: John Bennett and Diane
Lewter, Local Coordinators: Noel and Joyce Binder

Joyce and Noel Binder
Noel and Joyce worked hard to make this a
wonderful reunion. When I flew in for the site visit
Noel and Joyce picked me up at the airport and Noel
asked if I wanted to stop at a restaurant or go to their
house and have some of his homemade gumbo with
shrimp and crayfish. That was a “no brainer” and what
a way to start a site visit! When George Beam arrived
we visited several hotels and settled on one on St.
Charles Street. The hotel was within walking distance
to Bourbon St., the Casino, and the St. Charles Street
streetcar( “The Streetcar Named Desire”)that we rode
to the D Day Museum. Mothers restaurant was a
favorite for breakfast, and people watching while
sitting at the Café Du Monde enjoying beignets and
drinking Community Coffee was a treat in itself.
Beads were hanging in trees all along the Mardi Gras
parade route and Noel and Joyce even included several strings in everyone’s welcome packet. Visits to
plantations, the well known above ground cemeteries,
a swamp tour and a lunch cruise aboard the Paddle
Steamer Natchez completed the tours and let’s not
forget all the great food.
2006 - Charleston, South Carolina
President: Ed McKee, Vice President: John Starnes,
Treasurer: John Work, KearSaga Editor: Paul Czesak, Ship Store: Charles Patton, Site Visit: No-one,

Reunion Coordinator: John Bennett and Diane Lewter
President George Beam was ill and could not
work on this reunion so Vice President Ted Edington
took over the job. After Ted starting work on the
reunion I received a call from Paul Czesak saying we
had a problem. He said that Ted had passed and sadly
he thought that either we should cancel the reunion or
I should take over. Diane and I picked up the pieces
using the information Ted’s wife, Melba, sent us and
we had a reunion. Charleston was an ideal city for a
ship reunion. The USS Yorktown is a museum ship
there and, being an Essex class carrier, it brought back
memories of the Kearsarge as we visited it. A plaque
on the hangar deck of the Yorktown honoring those
aboard the Kearsarge who gave their lives in battle
was paid for by the Kearsarge Association. A
plantation visit, The Citadel Military College,
Charleston City Market, The Battery and of course a
tour of Fort Sumter gave us a true feel for the city of
Charleston. Those of us who arrived early visited the
HL Hunley, the first successful submarine built for the
Confederate Army.
2008 - Seattle, Washington
President: Ed McKee, Vice President: John Starnes,
Treasurer: John Work, KearSaga Editor: Paul Czesak, Ship Store: Charles Patton, Site Visit: Ed and
Lois McKee, John Bennett and Diane Lewter, Reunion Coordinators: Ed and Lois McKee
After visiting four hotels in the Seattle area we
came to the conclusion that three of them didn’t meet
our reunion standards and the fourth was out of our
price range. However, Ed and Lois had one more hotel
on their list to visit and it was across the Puget Sound
in Silverdale, Washington. Thankfully this hotel met
our criteria. After settling on this hotel it was easy to
find plenty of things to do in the Seattle area. Since we
were in Silverdale the tour bus rode the Bremerton
Ferry to Seattle or drove around the Puget Sound
through Tacoma and either way was a very scenic
ride. The Space Needle was on our tour list, Naval
Undersea Museum, tour of the USS Turner Joy, a boat
trip on the Puget Sound that went through the lock
into Lake Washington and the Boeing Museum. Part
of the Seattle city tour included a stop at Pike Place
Market that included the Pike Place Fish Co. where
they toss the fish. Just across the street from the Pike
Place Market is the original Starbucks Coffee shop.
Diane and I took Ed and Lois to this Starbucks for
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JACKSONVILLE
Vice President’s Message
By Barry Rittle

Lois and Ed McKee
their first lattes and Ed says he’s been hooked ever
since. Passing by the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard
brought back many memories for those of us stationed
there. We had great food at many, many places. During the harbor tour Ed McKee held an impressive
memorial service for our former shipmates who had
passed.

MEMORABLE MOMENTS

Refueling
1961
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Greetings to all.
My wife Lynda and I have recently returned
from Jacksonville, Florida where we joined the
association’s President, C.V. Lindley and his wife
Janice. Our mission was to make plans for the 2018
Reunion, and I am pleased to report that we are well
on our way.
Not all of the various aspects of the reunion
are finalized at this time, but we are working
diligently to complete the planning as soon as
possible. We have contracted with the Double Tree
Jacksonville Riverfront Hotel which is located right
along the St. Johns River.
There is a River Walk between the river and
the hotel as well as a Water Taxi stop. The Water
Taxi can be used for transportation to the other side of
the river should you wish to explore there. There is
also the option to walk across a highway bridge to the
other side if you are feeling athletic. Speaking of
feeling athletic; the River Walk will be a great place
to take a pre-breakfast stroll or your morning run. It
will also be a great place to take a sunset stroll after
your evening meal before joining us in the Hospitality
Room to reminisce with old friends and to make new
ones.
We are currently working with two tour
specialists to ensure we obtain the greatest tour value
for your dollars.
Reunion dates have been set (based on
contract with the hotel) for Monday April 30, 2018
thru Friday May 4, 2018. Looking forward to seeing
you there!
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1959-1960 WesPac Cruise
14th Commanding Officer

Carrier Airborne Early warning Squadron
THIRTEEN, and KEARSARGE have made an
important contribution to the Seventh Fleet, to our
nation, and to the free world.
We will all remember the fine performance
during the operational Readiness Inspection, the
magnificent relief effort at Nagoya, the many
outstanding operations during the Anti-submarine
exercises, and the exemplary conduct of our
personnel in the various ports we visited.
We have continued the proud tradition of a great
name in naval history – KEARSARGE.
I compliment you all on your fine
performance, I thank you for making me proud to be
your Commanding Officer, and I wish you prosperity
and happiness in the years ahead.

R. L. Townsend Captain USN

Kearsarge Airpower

As this deployment comes to an end and we
head home for that long-awaited reunion, let us think
back on the past few months and consider just what
they mean to us in the way of accomplishments and
events to store away for future memories. When we
break out this our cruise book in the years to come, I
hope it will cause fond reveries and perhaps a little
bragging.
We departed on this assignment to the
Western Pacific area with two very important jobs
ahead of us. First, we had the responsibility of
assuming our place as a most important and vital unit
of the Seventh Fleet and of the Anti-submarine forces
in this part of the world. Second, we had the
responsibility of creating friendship and goodwill by
showing to our allies and other peoples in Asia a
friendly and dependable America as exemplified by
the officers and men of the United States Navy.
By hard work and long days at sea,
perseverance, a high sense of moral responsibility,
and a superb demonstration of team work, we have
become an efficient and effective organization. Our
mission was accomplished, and Carrier Division
FIFTEEN, Anti-submarine Squadron TWENTY
ONE, Helicopter Anti-submarine Squadron SIX,

The ability to remain airborne for periods of
more than six hours, coupled with a staggering
firepower potential, makes the S-2E "Tracker" a
valuable asset to America's ASW Forces.
Manufactured by the Grumman Aircraft Co. This
twin-engine, propeller-driven plane possesses the
dual capabilities of seeking out and destroying enemy
submarines. Manned by a crew of four, the “Tracker”
packs a payload of torpedoes, depth charges, rockets,
and sonabuoys.

This highly modified version of the 5-2E
"Tracker" carries in the place of ordnance some of
the most sophisticated detection equipment used by
the Navy to counter the submarine threat. Within the
unusual “roof” that makes the “Tracker” readily
identifiable, are special radars and equipment for the
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detection of enemy aircraft and control of fighter
planes. Affectionately known as the “Willy Fudd,”
the E-IB normally is manned by a pilot, co-pilot and
two radar controllers.

Because of its remarkable efficiency and built
in versatility, the “Sea King” helicopter is truly the
workhorse of the Kearsarge Air Arm. A product of
the Sikorsky Division 3F the United Aircraft Corp.,
The "Sea King" is used primarily to locate and
destroy enemy submarines.

TAPS
Frank Borush
I am very sorry to inform you that my dad,
Frank Borush, passed away on march 3, 2017.
Pattricia Mclane 3488 Red Baron Dr.,
Colorado Springs, CO 80911
Joe Houser
Joes wife Kathy informed me that Joe passed
away March 11, 2017. He served aboard CVA33
from Nov. 1954 to May 1956. He enjoyed Kearsarge
reunions, especially the San Diego reunion of 1996.
Joe Houser R Div. ME3
Sincerely, Paul Young
David Davies
David Davies passed away on April 17,2017.
Dave served on the USS Kearsarge 1954-1955.
Dave was a member of the Marine Detachment.
Semper Fi Don Erdmann
Doug Hauser
I was informed that another shipmate has passed
away. Doug Hauser passed away on September 28,
2015. Doug served on the Kearsarge in 1954-1955.
He was in the Marine Detachment. Doug retired
from the San Joaquin County CA Sheriff's
Department.
Thank You, Semper Fi Don Erdmann

MAIL CALL

The second mission the "Sea King" performs is that
of a search and rescue (SAR) helicopter it is
unparalleled in the area and can airlift as many as 18
people at once.
To All:,
I checked at the airport and TSA to determine if the VA ID card with
my photograph on it was a valid Identification to Fly.
IT IS! I thought the information was inclusive enough to pass
the requirements and I was correct. We need to thank the VA and
information others about this advantage to having the VA ID.
Dr. Wayne Reynolds, National Treasurer
Vietnam Veterans of America
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Glen R. Green G/Sgt
Aurora, NE
I enjoy the Kearsaga Newsletter. I served
aboard the old 33, from 1945 to 1947 in the Marine
detachment. Marine Capt. Wallace was our C.O. And
later Capt. Rasmussen. I Later met him in Korea. He
was the Exec officer of the 3rd Bn 5th Marines of
Chasin Res. Heard he was killed in action. Capt.
McKenna was ships C.O. And later Capt. Rasmussen.
I was gunner on the quad 40’s on port side aft of the
hangar deck elevator. We took the class of graduating
officers to Scotland England, Norway Sweden,
Denmark, Panama, Cuba, and back to Norfolk, VA. I
was also the Captain and Admirals orderly.
Horace E. Simon, ABCM, Ret
I have a question that maybe you can help me
find the answer to. I got a swap to the Kearsarge from
the Yorktown who was headed to Wespac in '68.
Swaps were easy to get back then. I checked onboard
Kearsarge 2/28/68. I had told the AB that I would pay
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approved and I reported onboard before he left. I
reneged on his $100.00 because I felt that I had done
him a favor since he'd fallen in love in PI and wanted
to go back. If I could find the AB that I swapped with,
I'd pay him his $100.00 (minus the interest*:) happy of
course). I would ask him one question to determine
that he is the one that I owe. Any ideas? All I
remember is that he was an ABH2 in V-1 and
transferred to the Yorktown in 68. I'll be trying to
locate him too.

Navy - CV, CVA, CVS 33 - $11.00

Cloth - CV, CVA,
CVS 33 - $5.00

Magnetic - CV, CVA,
CVS 33 - $2.50

NEW MEMBERS
Welcome Aboard!

1463 Terrence L. Oneil
1464 Robert S. Cohen
1465 Clifford Credeur
1466 Charles G. Blaine
1467 James S. Kennedy
1468 Jeffrey R. Manchester
1469 Edward J. Vincensi
1470 Horace E. Simon

Chrome - LHD 3
- $15.00

SHIPS STORE

Print - LHD 3 with inserts
of previous ships - $20.00

Brass - LHD 3
Ships crest - $15.00

1st Day Cover Envelope $1.50

CV, CVA, CVS 33 - Navy or White Med, large, W-large, 2x large - $29.00

CV, CVA, CVS 33 - Navy or White Med, large, W-large, 2x large - $36.00

The Port Authority Challenger jacket has a Tekon
nylon durable, water repellent outside with a polyfilled body with heavyweight fleece lining. It has
rib knit cuffs and waistband, zippered pockets
outside a zippered inside pocket. We are offering it
in Navy with a Navy lining with USS
KEARSARGE, CV,CVA,CVS and the ships
silhouette on the back.
Small, medium, large and 1X large for $57.00
2X large for $61.00
- 3X large for $65.00

CV, CVA, CVS 33 - Short sleeve - Navy
only - Med, large, W-large, 2x large $29.00

A light weight nylon jacket with mesh lining is also
available in Navy with the same stitching on the
back.
Small, medium, large and 1X large for $53.00
2X large for $55.00 - 3X large for $57.00
They are a Special order item only and all sales are final. When I
have 6 orders I will place the order with the supplier. We need a
minimum of 6 to be eligible for the above mentioned prices.

CV CVA CVS 33
- Navy - $14.00

Marine - Red
- $14.00

LHD 3 - Navy
- $7.00

ALL PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING AND HANDLING
Make checks payable to the Kearsarge Association and send order to:
Charles Patton
9125 Live Oak Ave
(228) 875-7572
Ocean springs, MS 39564
charlotteap@bellsouth.net
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USS Kearsarge Association
% Dale Maddy
W11037 Lake View Dr
Lodi, WI 53555

Annual membership dues are $15.00
Check payable to the:
Mail to:

New members, send your information to include:
Name, address, phone number, E-mail address,
rate/rank, division, and years aboard.

If you are interested in receiving your Kearsaga
via E-mail go to our web page and leave a
message stating “Send KEARSAGA via E-mail.”
For those who do not have a computer we will
continue sending via U. S. Postal service.

CV Lindley, 9729 Shadow Wood Dr, Pensacola FL 32514, (850)477-0053 cvjan78@gmail.com
Barry Rittle 10 Valley Dr., Annville, PA 17003, (717) 673-6189 rittleskokomo@aol.com
Bill Hollywood, 3059 Crest Ave., Ketchikan, AK 99901, (907) 225-6556 aknos@outlook.com
Dale Maddy W11037 Lake View Dr., Lodi WI 53555, (608) 444-1783 dmaddy47@outlook.com
Charles Patton, 9125 Live Oak Ave, Ocean Springs, MS 39564 (228) 875-7572 Charlotteap@bellsouth.net
Honorary President Kenneth McDaniel (
) Association Founder
John Bennett "President Emeritus", John Starnes Past President
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