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Presidents
Message
by C.V. Lindley

A big Texas "Howdy" (I picked up some
Texas slang in San Antone) to ALL KEARSARGE
Association friends and "Ship Mates". I am humbled
to be honored with being elected KEARSARGE
Association President of this great group of American
patriots. I went aboard Kearsarge as an Airman
Apprentice (AA) on December 23rd, 1959 in Sasebo
Japan (17 years, 3 months and 15 days old) and it was
never on my radar that 57 years later, I would be so
privileged to serve again with the Kearsarge name. I
have a great TRUE story about getting aboard that
day that I will save for another time.
My membership number is 130 so that means
that I've been a member almost since the Association
was started. I attended the LHD-3 launching and
commissioning ceremonies with my wife Janice (Jan)
in Pascagoula MS. in the early nineties but didn't
reconnect until the Seattle reunion in 2008.
As your President, my sole objective is to
work with our superb leadership team in keeping the
Association as a viable group in order to serve the
members in a professional manner and preserve the
great Kearsarge legacy. If we ever do not meet your
expectations, please let any officer know immediately
and we will strive to find a remedy. It's your
Association and we officers are entrusted to only
serve you.
I've never been a "big" goal setter but there's
one thing that I believe that we must do. In order to
preserve the Kearsarge name and legacy, we must get
some LHD-3 sailors involved. Meeting Commander
Jeff Martin, C.O. of The Lackland AFB Navy
Technical Training Center and LHD-3 Plank Owner
has given us a big boost in establishing contact
through their LHD-3 Facebook account. It's my
intention to actively pursue different avenues of

communications to attract other LHD-3 personnel.
(Cmdr. Martin has already agreed to join the
Association and be our guest speaker in Jacksonville
in 2018.)
Jan and I had a memorable time in San
Antonio as we hope that all in attendance did. Just
being with Association members was reward enough
although all activities and meals didn't hurt our
morale.
In my remarks in San Antonio I neglected to
recognize Charles and Charlotte Patton for the
excellent job they do in running the Ships Store. My
apology to them and great appreciation for their
outstanding service to The Kearsarge Association.
"IN OMNIBUS PINNACULUM"

New Officers
On May 6, 2016 all management positions
expired and new ones were elected. The attending
Kearsarge Association membership elected as
President - C.V. Lindley, Vice President - Barry
Rittle, Secretary/Treasure - Bill Hollywood,
Webmaster/Editor - Dale Maddy, and Ship Store Charles Patton. All positions are for a period of two
years.

Outgoing President John Starnes and incoming
President C,V, Lindley
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NTTC Lackland Master-At-Arms “A” School SAN ANTONIO, Texas

- May 5, 2016

U.S. Navy photo
by Chief MAA Natalie Dymond

Veteran Sailors of the USS Kearsarge (CV/CVA/CVS 33) visited Naval Technical Training Center (NTTC)
Lackland, as part of their semi-annual reunion. Master-at-Arms "A" school students practice mechanical
advantage control holds while visitors observe in the background.

U.S. Navy photo
by Chief MAA Natalie Dymond

Master-at-Arms 1st Class Crystal Phillips and Master-at-Arms 1st Class Robert Early answer questions from the
group who had opportunity to observe Military Working Dogs training.

U.S. Navy photo
by Chief MAA Natalie Dymond

The visitors had an opportunity to observe Master-at-Arms "A" school students perform some mechanical
advantage control holds and demonstrations by two military working dog teams.
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NTTC Lackland Welcomes
Kearsarge Association
by Chief MAA Natalie Dymond
NTTC Lackland Public Affairs

SAN ANTONIO, Texas (NNS) - Members of
the Kearsarge Association toured Naval Technical
Training Center Lackland May 5, as part of a semiannual reunion to reunite Kearsarge Sailors.
The Kearsarge Association serves to organize
reunions for those Sailors and their families who
served aboard Kearsarge (CV/CVA/CVS 33).
Membership is also open to those Sailors who are
serving or have served aboard USS Kearsarge (LHD
3).
Kearsarge (CV 33) was commissioned in 1946
and the third ship to bear the name. The ship
underwent modifications in the 1950's serving initially
as an attack carrier (CVA) and then as an antisubmarine carrier (CVS). The ship was
decommissioned in 1970 after 24-years of service.
"I am humbled to be in your presence as I am
a plank owner of USS Kearsarge (LHD 3), said
NTTC Lackland Commanding Officer, Cmdr. Jeffrey
Martin. " I remember this very group coming to our
commissioning in October 1993 down in Pascagoula,
Mississippi. You all shared stories about the Project
Mercury Orbital Space flight recovery of astronaut
Walter Schirra and his space capsule, Sigma 7 back in
August 1962. This group talked about the importance
of the Kearsarge namesake and what would be
required to live up to the high standards of what it is
to be called a Kearsarge Sailor."
The visitors were given a tour of NTTC
Lackland's Master-at-Arms "A" School where they
observed students demonstrate mechanical advantage
control holds.
They also observed Military Working Dogs and
their handlers demonstrate obedience, patrol, and
narcotic training.
When asked why reunions like this one are
important retired Command Master Chief C. V.
Lindley, from Pensacola, Florida, said, "They help
keep the Navy spirit alive although service periods
varied as much as 20-30 years apart. You never lose
the camaraderie experienced on a U.S. Navy ship.
For Sailors currently serving, it lets them know that
those that served before them still care about the

Navy and support today's Sailors that are doing the
job."
Lindley, who served onboard Kearsarge from
December 1959 until September 1961, shared his
advice for today's Sailors being be on time, keep your
nose clean, do your job, and do not worry about things
higher than your paygrade.
"The experience was very humbling," said
Senior Chief Master-At-Arms Jason Morris who
served as tour guide for the visiting group. "Being able
to interact with Sailors having served over 50 years
ago; listening to the specific details of events they
could recall with such accuracy such as man
overboard incidents, fires, and port visits to name a
few. Whether it was for 4 or 30 years of service,
these Sailors paved the path in their own blood and
sweat to implement policy change and procedures
that have positively influenced the Sailors of today."
"It is important we know our heritage and the
Sailors who stood the watch before us," said Martin as
he thanked the Kearsarge Association for choosing
San Antonio and coming to spend time with the
Sailors at NTTC Lackland.
Kearsarge Association members spent the
week in San Antonio, Texas, where they toured Joint
Base San Antonio (JBSA) and Fort Sam Houston.
They were also able to visit The Alamo, Riverwalk,
and the National Museum of the Pacific War in
Fredericksburg, Texas.
Veterans of Kearsarge have reunions every
two years to reminisce and catch up. The 2018 reunion
is scheduled to take place in Jacksonville, Florida.
The Center for Security Forces provides
specialized training to more than 23,000 students each
year. It has 14 training locations across the United
States and around the world where training breeds
confidence.
For more information about the Center for Security
Forces, visit us at:
http://www.navy.mil/local/csf
For more news from the Center for Security Forces,
visit us at:
http://w w w . n e t c . n a v y . m i l / c e n t e r s / c s f
Find us on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/CENSECFORHQ
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Al Hopkins

MAIL CALL
Rusty (Sandy) Sanders, AMH 2, V-6 Div.
Sept. 1956 -- Dec. 1959
My son Chad and I really enjoyed the last
reunion in San Diego. This was my first reunion.
That is saying a lot because I never liked San
Diego when I went to boot camp there. It has
been over fifty years since I was in San Diego,
and I remember very well the first thing I saw
stepping off the city bus at the YMCA on my
first week end off. DOGS & SAILORS, KEEP
OFF THE GRASS!!! The damn dogs were
ahead of us (LOL). With that being said, that
trip was a God send for me. My wife had just
passed away that June and I really needed to
get out of town.
I hope everybody is getting ready for
San Antonio. You better get your summer
clothes out or maybe no clothes at all. Bring
plenty of Sun Screen cause in May, it's gonna
be hot. Some of you Northerners, when you
step off the plane, your going to think you've
stepped straight into Hell. Oh! It's gonna be
fun. Bring plenty of Whisky....
Walter Winning MM3, K3 Div.
Dec 1945 - Dec 1949
I’m 88 and I am a plank owner. I was a
mailman on CV-33. I don’t like to travel too
far so maybe when the the reunion is on the
East coast we will meet. Good Luck.
Dale Roberts
I have an old navy buddy, Jim Defreest, that
lives in Palmer, Alaska. We both flew in the Willy
Fudds as air crewman, except that his detachment
was on the Oriskany.
Jackie Olinger
I served on the Kearsarge CV-33 from 19471950. I was a quartermaster. I still have a vivid
memory of my days aboard the mighty “K”. I can
recall most of our trips like the Med in 1948 and
steering the ship thru the Panama canal in 1949.
Thanks for doing our magazine! I’m so blessed for
still having my memory at 85. Thanks.
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By his son Patrick

He served on CV-33 from 1948 to 1951. He
was on her when she went through the Panama Canal.
They had to take the radar dome and some antennas off.
He said they had a lot of people cross her to deck. He
thinks he was in a boat accident, but he cannot remember,
but he was in the cold water and 20 or so people drowned.
He was a pay clerk. He is in a nursing home and has
Alzheimer’s.

Tom Caldwell
I won’t be able to make it to San Antonio this year,
but hope everyone has a good time. Hope to see you in
Jacksonville in 2018.

Richard Griffith, ENC
Being on the CV-33 from the time she returned to
Boston from an overseas trip wiggling slowly through the
Panama Canal until she was decommissioned in
Bremerton, WA. Even though that wasn’t a longtime, I
thoroughly enjoyed the engine room experience especially
after the machines mates’ school after boot camp.
After leaving CV-33 I spent the rest of my very
enjoyable Navy career on a destroyer DD747 which made
three trips to Korea.
The Kearsarge was the perfect start to a
mechanical career (a Greyhound mechanic).
I haven’t ever attended any of the reunions for
several reasons, even though I spent over 20 years in the
reserves, I would have really enjoyed seeing people I had
served with.

Mario Gambarota
I appreciate the association office holders for
keeping the newsletter going. Thank You.

Terry Hill
My wife Lise and I thoroughly enjoyed the San
Diego reunion. We drove from our home in Ontario (Can),
passing through 10 states and covering over 6,000 miles.
What an adventure!
It’s always great to spend time with some of my
old HS-6 shipmates.
Thanks for everything you folks do to keep the
Kearsarge Association going and our memories alive.

Eugene D. Feit
I served on the Kearsarge via HS-6 on three
different occasions, two astronauts pick-ups and a WesPac
cruise June to December 1963. I was a Petty Officer 3
Helicopter mechanic.
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Lou Leon AMS3
I served on the Kearsarge from 1956-1959 in the
V-6 division. I have been to several ships reunions and
have always had a great time. I am looking forward to
being at the San Antonio reunion in May 2016. The
agenda looks like we will have a great reunion.
I am looking forward to seeing all of my shipmates
especially my V-6 shipmates, Ed Mckee, Marcel Guite and
Bernie Rubulcava. We have kept in touch since we met at
my first reunion in San Diego. It was a highlight of my life
when we met there after almost 40 years. Hoping for a
great turnout, I can’t wait.

Ray Ramsey
Ray is living in Golden Living Nursing home in
Augusta, a few blocks from his home. I go to see him
everyday. He cannot walk or use his hands. He went into
the home on June 21, 2015. After Nov 4, 2015 Tri-Care &
Medicare paid $0. It is very expensive! I am now trying
to get him into GA. War Veterans Home in Augusta. It
will cost us $744 a month out of our pocket. Politicians are
no help at all! Ray & I have been married 55 years today.
Just pray that they can teach Ray to walk so I can
bring him home. In 1963 Ray went on the USS Long
Beach & we had our son (Ray II and Walt). God Bless
Kitty Ramsey.

Paul Young
I always look forward to receiving the Kearsaga.
Also, I want to mention that CVA 33 was on TV on
January 20th, 2016 in the “The Caine Mutiny”

Any man who may be
asked in this century,
what he did to make
his life worthwhile,
can respond with a
good deal of pride
and satisfaction,
“I served in the
United States Navy”.
President John F. Kennedy

Kearsarge Association Vice President
Barry Rittle

Barry was born in Lebanon, PA in 1945. He
graduated from Eastern Lebanon County (ELCO) High
School in 1963. He then went on to Williamsport
Technical Institute (WTI) in Williamsport, PA and studied
Electronics and Industrial Instrumentation and graduated
in 1965. To avoid being drafted into the Army he enlisted
in the Navy in September 1965 with the condition of being
a designated striker (ETN-SN) upon completion of boot
camp at San Diego RTC. He boarded the USS Kearsarge
in December of 1965 and was immediately placed into OE
Division where he stayed until separation in 1969. He
attended Fire School and Radio Transmitter (AN/WRT-2)
“C” school in San Diego, and Tacan Transceiver (AN/
URN-??) “C” school at Treasure Island, San Francisco,
CA. Barry made three WESPAC cruises, the 1966, the
1967-68 and the 1969. He was initiated from slimy
Pollywog to Shellback when the ship crossed the equator
on Nov 1, 1966. Barry was also on board when the
Kearsarge was sent to Korea during the Pueblo incident in
Jan 1968 and when the Kearsarge was included in the
movie Tora, Tora, Tora being filmed in Pearl Harbor in
1969. He was also on board when the forward half of the
USS Frank E Evans sank after a collision with the HMAS
Melbourne during SEATO operations. He received an
honorable discharge in Sep 1971. After leaving the Navy,
Barry returned to Lebanon, PA where he was hired by
Metropolitan Edison Co, the local electrical utility
company. He worked in Lebanon for a year and a half as
an Engineering Assistant before being promoted to
Electrical Maintenance Supervisor and transferred to
Three Mile Island Nuclear Generating Station near
Middletown, PA. Barry remained at Three Mile Island
Nuclear Generating Station as Electrical Maintenance
Supervisor, Plant Maintenance Assessment Analyst and
Corrective Action Program Coordinator positions until he
retired in May 2005. Barry has been married to Lynda
since Jan 14, 1967 and has two daughters, five grand
children and two step-grand children. Barry and Lynda
reside in Annville, PA.
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TAPS
Richard H. Donley
February 17, 1927 - June 12, 2015

Richard H. Donley, 88, of Kissimmee, passed
away on June 12, 2015. He was born on February 17,
1927 to Harry and Ruth (Howe) Donley in Boston,
MA. Richard Was a Senior Chief Petty Officer
Retiring with 24 years of service in the US Navy in
Aviation Maintenance. Richard enjoyed Computers,
Golf and Photography. He was a member of The USS
Kearsarge Assn., Chief Petty Officers Assn.,
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Fleet Reserve Assn.,
American Legion, Loyal Order of the Moose and the
Golden Ears Club. Richard is survived by his loving
spouse of 34 years Nancy, his children Wendell
Donley, Randy Brown Cheryl Donley, Susan
Garrant and Sherry Ellingson. and Many
Grandchildren. A Memorial Gathering will be held
Sunday, June 21, 2015 from 4PM to 8PM with a
Memorial Service at 7:00 pm at the Osceola Memory
Gardens Funeral Home Kissimmee, FL. Internment
will be Monday June 22, 2015 in The Florida
National Cemetery in Bushnell, FL. Memorials are
suggested to the Hospice of the Comforter 605
Montgomery Rd. Altamonte Springs, FL 32714.
Online condolences can be given at
www.osceolamemgds.com.
Richard Orrin Van Syckel
October 16, 1939 - April 7, 2016

Richard (Rich, Richie) was a veteran of the US
Navy and served honorably aboard the USS Boxer and
the USS Kearsarge in the 1950's. Serving in the South
Pacific, he was an "atomic" survivor (witnessing atomic
testing on Bikini Atoll). He was a victim for 21 years of
a terrible injustice, but he had a wonderful attitude and a
strong faith in God and so he forgave the people
responsible for the injustice. He was the kindest, most
generous man, helping and sharing whatever he had
with family, friends, and strangers throughout his life.
His remains will be interred at a later date in New Jersey.
Free at last, though not the way you wanted to be free,
you will be sorely missed by all of us.
Norman E. Garvey
Died February 10, 2016

He was a pipe fitter PO3, R division from 19521955 on the Kearsarge. Buried in National Cemetery in
Jacksonville, FL with military honors.
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Thomas Massy
Carolyn Massy has written us that her
husband Thomas passed way on October 14, 2015.
Bill Bressler
Died March 21, 2015
My old shipmate Bill Bressler (V4 division)
passed away 3/21/15, just short of our Vegas reunion.
Here’s a copy of the e-mail his wife sent to me just
before that reunion. We toasted Bill many times that
week.
Bill was fortunate to have been invited and
attended the commissioning ceremony of the new
Kearsarge LHD3 at Pascagoula, MS, on 10/16/93.
He was always so proud to have served on our
beloved CVS-33. I remember him on two of my
three cruise on the Mighty “K”. 1967-1968 and
1969. I think he joined the ship just after my 66
cruise. He was one of our association members.
Walter Dzubiak
Hi Zubie,
Hate to bring this up now a few days before
your trip to Las Vegas. But perhaps you all can
celebrate in a way. Let me explain. Bill was
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s early on set. The day
before Thanksgiving he fell and broke his leg. Bill
has had several surgery’s the last few years. He’s
had both hips replaced, broken back repaired (from
a fall in the navy) and a neck surgery. He broke his
leg by one of the hip replacements. We were trying to
get him better to go on this trip, but his Alzheimer’s
seem to get worse. On March 18th Bill was rushed
to the hospital and he died March 21st of septic
shock. We had a good life together. Raised 3
wonderful boys. Had lots of laughs together. Have a
couple of beers for Bill. Celebrate his life. Carol
Gerald M. Ireland
Jerry served in the Marine detachment aboard
the USS Kearsarge 1955-56.
I have the misfortune of letting you know that
my wonderfull partner of 64 years has lost his battle
with Inflammatory Fibrosis. Jerry passed away at
05:50 yesterday morning January 9, 2016. He was
very ill and I have no doubt was ready to call it a day.
Our children have surrounded those of us remaining
with love and their usual caring. Jane and Paul Ireland
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This is a copy of the invitation that Bill Bressler
received for the commissioning ceremony of the USS
Kearsarge LHD3

Navy - CV, CVA, CVS 33 - $11.00

Cloth - CV, CVA,
CVS 33 - $5.00

Chrome - LHD 3
- $15.00

SHIPS STORE

Print - LHD 3 with inserts
of previous ships - $20.00

Magnetic - CV, CVA,
CVS 33 - $2.50

Brass - LHD 3
Ships crest - $15.00

1st Day Cover Envelope $1.50

CV, CVA, CVS 33 - Navy or White Med, large, W-large, 2x large - $29.00

CV, CVA, CVS 33 - Navy or White Med, large, W-large, 2x large - $36.00

The Port Authority Challenger jacket has a Tekon
nylon durable, water repellent outside with a polyfilled body with heavyweight fleece lining. It has
rib knit cuffs and waistband, zippered pockets
outside a zippered inside pocket. We are offering it
in Navy with a Navy lining with USS
KEARSARGE, CV,CVA,CVS and the ships
silhouette on the back.
Small, medium, large and 1X large for $57.00
2X large for $61.00
- 3X large for $65.00

CV, CVA, CVS 33 - Short sleeve - Navy
only - Med, large, W-large, 2x large $29.00

A light weight nylon jacket with mesh lining is also
available in Navy with the same stitching on the
back.
Small, medium, large and 1X large for $53.00
2X large for $55.00 - 3X large for $57.00
They are a Special order item only and all sales are final. When I
have 6 orders I will place the order with the supplier. We need a
minimum of 6 to be eligible for the above mentioned prices.

CV CVA CVS 33
- Navy - $14.00

Marine - Red
- $14.00

LHD 3 - Navy
- $7.00

ALL PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING AND HANDLING
Make checks payable to the Kearsarge Association and send order to:
Charles Patton
9125 Live Oak Ave
(228) 875-7572
Ocean springs, MS 39564
charlotteap@bellsouth.net
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USS Kearsarge Association
% Dale Maddy
W11037 Lake View Dr
Lodi, WI 53555

If it has been highlighted in yellow please renew immediately

Annual membership dues are $15.00
Check payable to the:
Mail to:

New members, send your information to include:
Name, address, phone number, E-mail address,
rate/rank, division, and years aboard.

If you are interested in receiving your Kearsaga via
E-mail go to our web page and leave a message
stating “Send KEARSAGA via E-mail.” For those
who do not have a computer we will continue

Calvin Lindley, 9729 Shadow Wood Dr, Pensacola FL 32514, (850)477-0053 cvjan78@gmail.com
Barry Rittle 10 Valley Dr., Annville, PA 17003, (717) 673-6189 rittleskokomo@aol.com
Bill Hollywood, 3059 Crest Ave., Ketchikan, AK 99901, (907) 225-6556 aknos@outlook.com
Dale Maddy W11037 Lake View Dr., Lodi WI 53555, (608) 444-1783 dmaddy47@outlook.com
Charles Patton, 9125 Live Oak Ave, Ocean Springs, MS 39564 (228) 875-7572 Charlotteap@bellsouth.net
Honorary President Kenneth McDaniel (
) Association Founder
John Bennett "President Emeritus", John Starnes Past President
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