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San Antonio, Here We Come!
Presidents
Message
by John Starnes

San Antonio, here we come!
I wonder if this Air Force town is ready
for the Kearsarge Association? Ready or not,
here we come! Seriously, I’m sure we will be
warmly welcomed. Additionally, there is
certainly enough to see and do in this beautiful
town and at a reasonable price. In comparing
prices with San Diego, I discovered San Antonio
will be approximately $100.00 cheaper per
person. Not bad, considering two years will
have passed.
We are excited to have our auctioneer,
Bob Anstine, back with us this year. We sure
did miss him in San Diego. Following his illness,
he is anxious to return. With that in mind, you
can really make him feel welcome by bringing
something to auction. For the last several
reunions, May Lewis has brought handmade
quilts that sold quickly and made a
considerable sum of money for the association.
The auction is always a lot of fun!
In this issue you will find the registration form.

Monday night is FREE PIZZA NIGHT FOR
ALL! What a way to begin our reunion! Pizza is
always a treat and especially so when it is free!
Please note, there is a due date on your
registration form of March 21, 2016. Also,
please remember that our treasurer, Bill
Hollywood, lives in Alaska. It may take a few
days longer for him to receive your mail.
Shortly after this date, he will be making his
way to San Antonio and will not be receiving
any more mail beyond that date. Please keep
this in mind.
Just a reminder concerning our hotel
accommodations, there is a registration
deadline. You must make your reservations by
April 11th to take advantage of our special
Kearsarge rate. I know I have told you this
before, but some things are worth repeating.
If you allow the deadline to pass, no one,
including me, can help you get our special rate.
You may contact the Holiday Inn, San Antonio
Market Square, by calling 1 -210-225-3211 or
toll free 1-888-615-0725. The address is 318
W. Cesar E. Chavez Blvd., San Antonio, TX
78204.
Paula and I are excited to be able to
welcome you to beautiful San Antonio, Texas!
See you there!

www.kearsargeassociation.com

Page 1

USS Kearsarge Association Newsletter
MAIL CALL

THE BOND
By Dale Maddy
Kearsaga Editor

Our membership is dynamic. There were
about 450 members when I started writing Kearsaga
in November 2014. Since that time we have lost
about 120 members due to no forwarding address,
failure to renew their memberships and death. Yet our
current membership still remains about 390. If you
have friends who are not members, we encourage you
to recruit them into the Association. The sole purpose
of our association is to reunite with old friends from
a time in our life when we all had a common purpose,
to defend the United States from foreign enemies.
Many of us joined the Navy when we were in
our late teens and bonded with men who came from
every part of our country. Some were from cities and
some from farms, some from poor families and some
from affluent ones. They were from towns we had
never heard of. Even though some never wanted to
be in the military and nothing to do with war, we
stood tall and proud once we put on that sexy sailor
uniform. We were learning to live a whole new life,
taking care of one another. We were learning new
jobs and responsibilities and becoming men.
We went on liberty calls in foreign countries
and saw historic places, took pictures of each other
standing in front of those sites. We went to the bars
and drank together and carried each other back to the
Mighty-K. Once we learned how to do a job, we took
it seriously and did it with pride. We loaned money
to each other and stood watch for our friends so they
could take the day off. We formed a bond that out
lasts high school and college friends, forty and fifty
years later. Less than 10% of the people in our
country have ever served in the military. We have
become the elite of our nation. We are now Americas
veterans and more proud than ever. We have an
automatic bond with men who served 40 years before
us, and those who served 40 years after us.
This is why we have reunions, so you can visit
with people who have that common bond with you.
Let’s have the largest reunion ever. Lets try to get
200 of us together in San Antonio. Make your
reservation today!
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Joseph E. Long
Lexington, KY
One thing about my time on the Kearsarge
that may be unique to that ship. When the ship was
being readied to go from Boston to Bremerton,
anyone with a car was allowed to take it with them,
not just Officers, but all hands. I think the tally was
close to 150 cars aboard for the trip. I don’t know if
this was because of going from the Atlantic to the
Pacific or because the only purpose of the voyage was
decomissioning. I wonder if any other aircraft
carriers have done that. We stopped for a few days in
San Diego and you could have your car off-loaded if
you wanted to. A deck edge crane was used to load
and off load.
They were all in the hanger deck, the flight
deck was bare. Good thing too, I think we
encountered some pretty rough weather.
Also, in the Fall issue no. 56, the listing of
Commanding Officers has a couple of errors. Captain
Curtis Stanton was never commanding officer before
1950. No. 3 was Captain C. S. Smiley. Cdr Johnson
was briefly Commanding Officer but not at sea. Capt.
Smiley came back as Commanding Officer to take the
Kearsarge to Bremerton for de-commissioning. I
don’t think the Navy allows Commanders to
commande capital ships at sea. I was aboard the
Kearsarge from 1947 to de-commissioning in 1950.
Lou Leon AMS3
Apollo, PA
I served on the Kearsarge from 1956-1959 in
the V-6 Division. I have been to several ship’s
reunions and have always had a great time. I am
looking forward to being at the San Antonio reunion
in May 2016. The agenda looks like we will have a
great reunion.
I am looking forward to seeing all of my
shipmates especially my V-6 shipmates, Ed McKee,
Marcel Guite and Bernie Rubulcava. We have kept in
touch since we met at my first reunion in San Diego.
It was a highlight of my life when we met there after
almost 40 years. Hoping for a great turnout, I can’t
wait.
Roland W. Frary
Number 1120, would like to know if anyone
has information about Amec Supry? He was his chief
in 1963 -64 in HS-6 division.
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Patrick Hopkins
Corsicana, TX
My Dad Al Hopkins Served on cv33 1948 or
1949 to 1951 but I do know on the dates.
But he was on her when she went through the
Panama Canal they had help Take the radar dome off
and some antennas he was saying they had a lot
people cross her on top deck. He thinks he was in a
boat Accident he cannot Remember; but he was in the
cold water 20 or so personnel drowned.
He did not talk much about it. Also he was the
pay clerk.
He’s doing ok; he’s living in Corsicana, TX in
a nursing home he’s has Alzheimer's.

NEW MEMBERS
Welcome Aboard!
1454 Richard T. Takahashi

HISTORIAN DESPERATELY NEEDED
The Association needs a
member to “STEP UP” and be the
Kearsarge Association historian.
You would take custody of the
ship’s memorabilia/news releases
etc., etc., keep it in good order and
condition for members viewing
and arrange for it to be displayed
at all reunions. The Association
would pay for any cost’s incurred
to
include
packing/shipping
charges to/from reunion sites.

1958-1960

TAPS
SAN ANTONIO
AIRPORT SHUTTLE SERVICE
The shuttle service run by the city for
airport service is called Go Airport Shuttle.
The phone number is (210) 281-9900 and
the website is http://www.citytoursinc.com/
airport-shuttle. Guests may pay for and
confirm their shuttle arrangements prior to
their trip online or by phone. The cost is
approximately $19 per person each way or
$34 per person for round trip when
purchased in advance. Alternatively, taxi
cabs are available at the terminals and the
cost for a cab to downtown San Antonio is
approximately between $28--$35 dollars
for up to four persons per cab.
HELP WANTED
Any member that resides in close proximity to San
Antonio. We need help setting up for the reunion.
If you can help contact our VP Calvin Lindley at
(850) 712-4664 or cvjan@cox.net. Great rewards
await them who meet "Old Kearsarge Sailor"
qualifications.

George Douglas Beam Jr.
Winston, OR
To the USS Kearsarge Association.
I regret to inform you that George Douglas Beam
Jr. Has passed away on October 19, 2015. He was so
looking forward to seeing everyone.
He was proud to say he was in the Navy and on
the USS Kearsarge from 1958-1963.
Kay Warson

.

If you are interested in receiving
your Kearsaga via E-mail go to
our web page and leave a
message stating...
“Send KEARSAGA via E-mail”
For those who do not have a
computer we will continue
sending via U.S. Postal service.

www.kearsargeassociation.com
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WEARING MILITARY MEDALS
by Calvin Lindley

Wearing military medals on civilian clothing. Retired Military Personnel as well as all Veterans are authorized to
wear earned Military Medals/Ribbons on appropriate civilian clothing. This includes clothes designed for veteran and
patriotic organizations on Veteran’s Day, Memorial Day, and Armed Forces Day, as well as at formal occasions of
ceremony and social functions of a military nature. You may wear either full-sized or miniature medals. If you wear medals
on civilian clothes, you should place the medals on the clothing in approximately the same location and in the same manner
as for the uniform.
The VA encourages you to wear your medals and decorations during Veterans Day (November 11th) and other
patriotic holidays (such as Independence Day - July 4th, and Memorial Day - May 25th).
According to the VA, veterans don't need to wear their medals only if they're in a parade. “Wear them when you
go play golf. Wear them when you go to the store. Let America know that you took that oath and served.”
First, you should double-check to make sure that you're only wearing the decorations you've earned. They should
be indicated on your DD-214. If you've lost your decorations or never received them, you may be entitled to a one-time free
replacement of medals and decorations. You can also purchase replacement decorations on base at the Exchange Clothing
Sales Stores. Also available at http://www.medalsofamerica.com/
Our Reunion Banquet would be an appropriate event for medals or ribbons to be worn on civilian attire.
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KEARSARGE REUNION REGISTRATION
SAN ANTONIO, TX – MAY 2, 2016 – MAY 6, 2016
Please Print
Member’s name_______________________________________Division__________Yrs. Aboard______
Address______________________________________________________________________________
Phone number___________________________e-mail________________________________________
Guest 1_________________________________Guest 2_______________________________________
Guest 3_________________________________
Total number of attendees _________X $10.00 each = $_______
Monday May 2, 2016
Welcome

Number of tickets _______________ X$ 0.00= $________00.00

Free Pizza night for all
Tuesday May 3, 2016
Mission Tour

Number of tickets________________X $65.00=$____________

BBQ Buffet

Number of tickets ________________X $29.00=$____________

Wednesday May 4, 2016
Fredericksburg Tour

Number of tickets ________________X $67.00=$____________

Mexican Buffet

Number of tickets ________________X $26.00=$___________

Thursday May 5, 2016
Lackland AFB, Memorial

Number of tickets ________________X $49.00=$___________

Friday May 6, 2016
Dinner

Beef

Number of tickets_________________X$34.00=$___________

Chicken

Number of tickets _________________X$34.00=$___________

Vegetarian

Number of tickets _________________X$34.00=$___________

MAIL TO:

TOTAL $___________

BILL HOLLYWOOD, USS KEARSARGE ASSOCIATION
3059 CREST AVE.
KETCHIKAN, AK 99901
REGISTRATION MUST BE RETURNED BY MARCH 21, 2016
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO THE KEARSARGE ASSOCIATION

www.kearsargeassociation.com
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TUESDAY, May3
Exploring Our Missions Tour - $65 per person, includes lunch
Depart hotel at 8:45am - Return 4:00pm
One of the country’s few National Parks within an urban setting, the San Antonio Missions tell the story of the
European expansion in the New World. Capers professional tour guide will meet and greet your guests in the lobby of the
Holiday Inn Market Square Hotel and escort them to waiting transportation.
First on the agenda, we travel at the most famous of the missions, The Alamo, “The Shrine of Texas Liberty” and
San Antonio’s first Mission. Today, it is one of the most photographed facades in the country and the #1 tourist attraction
in the state. We will spend approximately one hour and tour the chapel and walk the grounds as we learn about the “Battle
for Texas Independence”. You will also have some time to wander thru their wonderful gift shop.
Following The Alamo, group will board a private river barge for a 45 minute guided tour of the amazing San
Antonio Riverwalk.
Next stop the Mexican Market known as El Mercado where you will get as close to real Mexico as you can this side
of the border! Don’t forget to visit the amazing bake shop that sits inside Mi Tierra. Take your time and visit the shops that
offer authentic Mexican arts and crafts-shopping.
12:30pm Group Lunch will be served at Mi Tierra where they offer award winning Mexican cuisine.
The “Queen of the Missions”, Mission San Jose is our next stop. This site was established in 1720 and is the largest
and best restored of the San Antonio’s five missions. We will tour the Indians’ quarters that were located within the walls
as well as the Spanish soldiers’ quarters. San Jose’s church is one of the most beautiful in the country with its elaborate
carvings on the chapel façade.
Our third mission made its permanent home along the banks of the San Antonio River in 1731. Mission San Juan
Capistrano established a trade network stretching east to Louisiana and south to Coahuila, Mexico.
Our guide will discuss the two remaining missions as we return to the hotel. Mission Espada, which was established
in 1731 but was never completed, still stands as an outline of an intended church. Time stands still at Espada, which seems
as remotely located today as the day it was built. The oldest unrestored mission church in Texas, Mission Concepcion was
established in 1731 and the Twin Towers and beautiful cupola helped make it a construction project of twenty-plus years.

WEDNESDAY, May 4
Fredericksburg Tour - $67.00 per person , includes lunch
Depart Hotel: 8:30 - Depart Fredericksburg 3:30
Capers professional tour guide will meet and greet your guests in the lobby of the Holiday Inn Market Square Hotel
and escort them to waiting transportation.
Guests will then board their motor coach for the approximately 60-minute transfer to the historic town of
Fredericksburg. We will travel through the beautiful Texas Hill Country that houses areas which are rich in history.
As we make our way to Fredericksburg, we will drive by Grape Creek Vineyards, which is located in Pedernales
Valley. These gently rolling hills are planted with 16 acres of vinifera grapes, and an orchard contains peaches and other
fruits.
Once we arrive, our tour guide will take participants to the National Museum of the Pacific War. Known simply as
the Nimitz museum, it pays tribute to the more than 100,000 soliders that gave their lives during the war with Japan. The
Museum truthfully and respectfully tells their story of struggles, sacrifices, and their triumphs.
After the tour, guests will be invited to have a delicious lunch at German/American lunch where they can enjoy the
amazing foods that reflect the towns’ German heritage. Afterwards, guests will be able to enjoy all that Fredricksburg has
to offer by exploring the town on their own.
Guests will be asked to meet back at the bus at 3:30pm for the transfer back to the Holiday Inn Market Square.

THURSDAY, May 5
Lackland Air Force Base - Tour with Memorial Service - $49.00 per person
Depart hotel 9am - Return 3pm
Lackland AFB tour to include U.S. Navy activities there. No host Group Lunch at Q Kitchen and bar Made to order
pasta buffet with assorted salads and desserts or at a local San Antonio cafeteria style restaurant.
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SHIPS STORE
CV, CVA, CVS 33 - Navy or White Med, large, W-large, 2x large - $29.00

CV, CVA, CVS 33 - Navy or White Med, large, W-large, 2x large - $36.00

Print - LHD 3 with inserts
of previous ships - $20.00

The Port Authority Challenger jacket
has a Tekon nylon durable, water
repellent outside with a poly-filled
body with heavyweight fleece lining.
It has rib knit cuffs and waistband,
zippered pockets outside a zippered
inside pocket. We are offering it in
Navy with a Navy lining with USS
KEARSARGE, CV,CVA,CVS and
the ships silhouette on the back.
Small, medium, large and 1X large
for $57.00 2X large for $61.00
3X large for $65.00

CV, CVA, CVS 33 - Short sleeve - Navy
only - Med, large, W-large, 2x large $29.00

CV CVA CVS 33
- Navy - $14.00

Marine - Red
- $14.00

LHD 3 - Navy
- $7.00

A light weight nylon jacket with mesh
lining is also available in Navy with
the same stitching on the back.
Small, medium, large and 1X large for
$53.00 2X large for $55.00 3X large for $57.00

Navy - CV, CVA, CVS 33 - $11.00

Cloth - CV, CVA,
CVS 33 - $5.00

Chrome - LHD 3
- $15.00

Magnetic - CV, CVA,
CVS 33 - $2.50

Brass - LHD 3
Ships crest - $15.00

1st Day Cover Envelope $1.50

They are a Special order item only and all sales are
final. When I have 6 orders I will place the order
with the supplier. We need a minimum of 6 to be
eligible for the above mentioned prices.
ALL PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING AND
HANDLING
Make checks payable to the Kearsarge Association
and send order to:
Charles Patton
9125 Live Oak Ave
(228) 875-7572
Ocean springs, MS 39564
charlotteap@bellsouth.net
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USS Kearsarge Association
% Dale Maddy
W11037 Lake View Dr
Lodi, WI 53555

If it has been highlighted in yellow please renew immediately

Annual membership dues are $15.00
Check payable to the: KEARSARGE ASSOCIATION
Mail to:
New members, send your information to include:

John Starnes, 2815 Spring Oaks Dr, Highland Village, TX 75077, (972) 317-0286 pstarnes2815@verizon.net
Calvin Lindley, 9729 Shadow Wood Dr, Pensacola FL 32514, (850)477-0053 cvjan@cox.net
Bill Hollywood, 3059 Crest Ave., Ketchikan, AK 99901, (907) 225-6556 aknos@outlook.com
Dale Maddy W11037 Lake View Dr., Lodi WI 53555, (608) 444-1783 dmaddy47@outlook.com
Charles Patton, 9125 Live Oak Ave, Ocean Springs, MS 39564 (228) 875-7572 Charlotteap@bellsouth.net
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