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Presidents
Message

by John Starnes 

“0ur Navy Is Alive And Well”

 Earlier this year Paula and I made a road trip 
from Highland Village, TX to VA Beach, VA to visit 
our daughter and her family. They live within a few 
miles from Naval Air Station Oceana which we were 
not about to miss since that is the land of the big Navy 
Exchange. It is also home to the largest aircraft 
fighter, attack and training facility on the East Coast.
 I began to get excited as we came in view of 
this meticulously kept and sprawling complex and 
saw F-18 Hornets taking off and landing. An added 
benefit, of course, was the sound of those powerful jet 
engines and the smell of JP-5 jet fuel. I’m telling you 
that was better than the smell of a fresh cup of coffee.
 We made our way into the sprawling Navy 
Exchange and began our shopping spree. We shopped 
for a while and decided it was time for lunch, which 
by the way was available within the exchange 
complex. As we were eating, sailors began coming in 
for lunch. The first thing I noticed was the absence of 
white hats and dungarees. Yep, they are gone and 
have been replaced with ball caps and blue camos.
 We were certainly impressed by the 
appearance and conduct of those young men and 
women. We’re not yet through. Next came walking in 
several young student pilots and their instructors. The 
students had to be the best of the best because that is 
what it takes to be assigned as a fighter or attack pilot. 
These are the ones who will be tasked to launch off 
the deck of a carrier, carry out their mission and 
perhaps refuel inflight. Oh just one more thing before 
going to bed. They will have to land on the deck of a 
carrier which could be pitching and rolling on a dark 

starless night. Do I believe they can do it? There is no 
doubt in my mind.
 On our way home we spent the night in 
Ashville, N.C. with association members Dick and 
Jane Bullis, as we have before. We had a wonderful 
time and so enjoyed that cool mountain air and the 
sound of a flowing stream. They sent us on our way 
after serving a wonderfully delicious breakfast. Dick 
also gave me a model of the Kearsarge that he built by 
hand in his shop. Talk about a labor of love. Isn’t our 
organization just wonderful?
 Looking forward to seeing you in San Antonio.

Hey Sailor!
Wanna have a good time?

Come visit us at the 
USS Kearsarge reunion 

in San Antonio, TX.
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             Our next reunion will be 
held in San Antonio, TX, 
beginning on Monday, May the 
2nd through Friday, May the 6th, 
2016. We will be staying at the 
Holiday Inn, San Antonio Market 
Square. Their address is 318 W. 
Cesar E. Chavez Blvd., San 
Antonio, TX 78204.  You may 
reach them at 210-225-3211 or 
toll free at 1-888-615-0725.
 We negotiated a room rate 
of $99.00 per night which will be 
honored three days prior to and 
following our reunion dates. 
Should you prefer a King room 
with a sleeper sofa you may 
upgrade for $109.00 per night. 
Our group rate includes two 
breakfast buffets per room per 
day. All rooms have microwaves 
and a refrigerator and high speed 
wireless internet. 
 In order to get the room 
rate reservations MUST be made 
no later than April the 11th. This 
is absolutely non-negotiable. It is 
not at all uncommon for me to 
receive several phone calls from 
members who missed the cut off 
dates asking me to intervene.  If 
you miss the date, I cannot do 
anything to help.
 The hotel is certainly in a 
good location. It is very clean and 
well maintained. The parking 
area is in good repair and well 
lighted. The food is very good 
and breakfast was sufficient to 
carry me over to the evening 
meal.  

OUR NEXT REUNION

Holiday Inn - San Antonio, TX

Holiday Inn Room Alamo

San Antonio River Walk

REUNION OVERVIEW 
by C.V. Lindley (Calvin)

Fellow Kearsarge Association 
members, here’s an over-view 
of planned activities for the 
2016 reunion in Alamo City.  
We’ll begin with registration in 
the “Hospitality” room on 
Monday May 2nd and there will 
be a “FREE PIZZA” night in the 
hotel for all registered 
members. To provide more 
social and camaraderie time (no 
sea-stories) for our 
membership, and, so that you 
won’t have to leave the hotel for 
meals, we’ll have a Texas style 
BAR-B-QUE buffet on Tuesday 
night and a Tex-Mex South 
West buffet served on 
Wednesday night. The 
registration form (in the next 
issue) will list each function for 
your individual selections. 
Thursday night is open for those 
that want to venture out for the 
local cuisine or have a meal in 
the hotel restaurant. We great 

plans for the hospitality room 
and will keep it open for 
everyone’s enjoyment to the 
greatest extent  possible, (more 
social and sea-story time). 
There are some great tours/
excursions lined up for your 
enjoyment of the historic part of 
Texas. The Fleet Admiral 
Chester Nimitz Pacific War 
Museum and town of 
Fredericksburg will bring back 
memories for many of you, it’s 
definitely a “DON’T MISS” 
event. As info, ALL tips/
gratuities for the tours are 
included so there will be no 
“passing of the hat” to collect 
tips/gratuities on the bus’s so 
that makes an even better 
bargain for all.  A good overview 
of tour events is listed and will 
provide excellent activities for 
members as well as spouse’s 
and other guest’s. The next 
edition of The Kearsaga will 
contain registration forms and 
any additional info that may 
evolve.
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TOUR INFORMATION 
TUESDAY, May3

 Exploring Our Missions Tour - $65 per person, includes lunch
Depart hotel at 8:45am - Return 4:00pm

 One of the country’s few National Parks within an urban setting, the San Antonio Missions tell the story of the 
European expansion in the New World. Capers professional tour guide will meet and greet your guests in the lobby of the 
Holiday Inn Market Square Hotel and escort them to waiting transportation. 
 First on the agenda, we travel at the most famous of the missions, The Alamo, “The Shrine of Texas Liberty” and 
San Antonio’s first Mission.  Today, it is one of the most photographed facades in the country and the #1 tourist attraction 
in the state. We will spend approximately one hour and tour the chapel and walk the grounds as we learn about the “Battle 
for Texas Independence”.  You will also have some time to wander thru their wonderful gift shop. 
 Following The Alamo, group will board a private river barge for a 45 minute guided tour of the amazing San 
Antonio Riverwalk.
 Next stop the Mexican Market known as El Mercado where you will get as close to real Mexico as you can this side 
of the border! Don’t forget to visit the amazing bake shop that sits inside Mi Tierra. Take your time and visit the shops that 
offer authentic Mexican arts and crafts-shopping.
 12:30pm Group Lunch will be served at Mi Tierra where they offer award winning Mexican cuisine.
 The “Queen of the Missions”, Mission San Jose is our next stop. This site was established in 1720 and is the largest 
and best restored of the San Antonio’s five missions. We will tour the Indians’ quarters that were located within the walls 
as well as the Spanish soldiers’ quarters. San Jose’s church is one of the most beautiful in the country with its elaborate 
carvings on the chapel façade.
 Our third mission made its permanent home along the banks of the San Antonio River in 1731. Mission San Juan 
Capistrano established a trade network stretching east to Louisiana and south to Coahuila, Mexico.
 Our guide will discuss the two remaining missions as we return to the hotel.  Mission Espada, which was established 
in 1731 but was never completed, still stands as an outline of an intended church. Time stands still at Espada, which seems 
as remotely located today as the day it was built.  The oldest unrestored mission church in Texas, Mission Concepcion was 
established in 1731 and the Twin Towers and beautiful cupola helped make it a construction project of twenty-plus years.

WEDNESDAY, May 4 
Fredericksburg  Tour - $67.00 per person , includes lunch

Depart Hotel: 8:30 - Depart Fredericksburg 3:30
 Capers professional tour guide will meet and greet your guests in the lobby of the Holiday Inn Market Square Hotel 
and escort them to waiting transportation. 
 Guests will then board their motor coach for the approximately 60-minute transfer to the historic town of 
Fredericksburg. We will travel through the beautiful Texas Hill Country that houses areas which are rich in history.
 As we make our way to Fredericksburg, we will drive by Grape Creek Vineyards, which is located in Pedernales 
Valley. These gently rolling hills are planted with 16 acres of vinifera grapes, and an orchard contains peaches and other 
fruits.
 Once we arrive, our tour guide will take participants to the National Museum of the Pacific War. Known simply as 
the Nimitz museum, it pays tribute to the more than 100,000 soliders that gave their lives during the war with Japan.  The 
Museum truthfully and respectfully tells their story of struggles, sacrifices, and their triumphs.
  After the tour, guests will be invited to have a delicious lunch at German/American lunch where they can enjoy the 
amazing foods that reflect the towns’ German heritage. Afterwards, guests will be able to enjoy all that Fredricksburg has 
to offer by exploring the town on their own. 
 Guests will be asked to meet back at the bus at 3:30pm for the transfer back to the Holiday Inn Market Square.
               

THURSDAY,  May 5
 Lackland Air Force Base - Tour with Memorial Service - $49.00 per person

Depart hotel 9am - Return 3pm
 Lackland AFB tour to include U.S. Navy activities there.  No host Group Lunch at Q Kitchen and bar Made to order 
pasta buffet with assorted salads and desserts or at a local San Antonio cafeteria style restaurant. 
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.Submitted by Ray Holm YN1
 One of the world’s most famous ship captains 
died, having long been admired by his crew and fellow 
officers.  They remained puzzled, however, over a 
strange ritual he performed daily.
 While at sea he would lock himself in his cabin 
and open a small safe, take out an envelope with a note 
inside and read it.  After looking the paper back in the 
safe, he would return to his duties.
 For years this went on, and his crew became 
very curious.  Was it a treasure map?  Was it a letter 
from a long lost love?  Everyone speculated about the 
contents of the strange envelope.
 After laying the captain’s body to rest, the first 
mate led the entire crew back to the ship and into the 
captain’s quarters.  He opened the safe, got the envelope 
and read the words aloud to an astonished crew:
‘Port: Left; Starboard: Right.’

Louie Mouse BT2
 I went aboard Kearsarge in 1958 of Jan. Until 
1964 of Jan.  Which was six years in the same ship and 
I really had a good time.  I amde two wespac cruise and 
recovered two space men.  I went to bootcamp at 
SanDiego.  My rate was from E1 - E5 as a BT2.  I’m just 
waiting for the up coming reunion in San Antonio. 

Kenneth Michael Abell
 IA real experience.  I was also on the Hornet, 
Ticonderoga and Hancock and spent a year in China 
Lake, CA.

Richard T. Takahashi  LTJG
  Primary duty was EOD diving officer.  
Received inter-service transfer into U.S. Air Farce.  
Retired from Air Force after serving 15 years as 
munitions EOD officer.  Retired rank: LT Colonel.

Tommy L James DT2
 I am interested inserval events that happened on 
CVA33 during my tour.  1) Helicopter accident.  2) 
Marine pilots mishap during landing on deck.   3) 
Missile that ws ejected from landing aircraft and caused 
havoc.  4) maybe meet some old shipmates if still 
among us.  1952-1952. 

Doug Care RD2
 Was on 2 wespac cruises.  Discharged a month 
or so before decommissioning. 1967-1970

Paul  Savje
 Have you guy's seen these Videos? Frank E. 
Evans survivors boarding the Kearsarge.
http://www.criticalpast.com/video/
65675060213_United-States-Navy-
personnel_survivors-of-USS-Frank-E-
Evans_hangar-bay-of-carrier
 

Cmd. Frank Crump, USN (Ret)
 I was a former Gun boss who remembers 
retriving astronauts Gordon Cooper and Wally 
Schirra (project Mercury). 

Dana Kirby, AD2, V-4 Div, 53-54
 Thank you Bill and board for all the work and 
time you spend for the association.

Ralph S. Evans IC2
 I served 39 months aboard the Kearsarge, 
February, 1952 to May, 1955, covering three 
deployments to Korea and various ports in the Far 
East and South Pacific.  I might add that they were 
very memorable and happy times.  I went aboard the 
Kearsarge in Bremerton, WA as and ICFA, fresh out 
of class A, IC electricians school and a two week 
pre-Commission school, both in San Diego,m and left 
in May, 1955, as IC2.  Happy Times!

Henry V. Ingram
 I always enjoy reading the Kearsaga.  Once in 
awhile a 1952 item pops up.  That was the year that I 
served aboard.

Kevin Hunt
 Dale,
 I look forward to reading your book.  I was the 
Legal Office one of the OOD’s aboard the Kearsarge 
1965-1967.  I also was X Division officer, samll arms 
officer, ECM officer, and a few other things I don’t 
remember.  A great time in my life.  
 I work full-time as a Veteran Agent helping 
guys get into the VA programs.  In a way, it’s still like 
active duty, since everything has to do with the 
military.
 I enjoyed the Kearsarge, and recently renewed 
a long-term friendship with Jim Dempsey another 
OOD.  I’m also in touch with Hunter Hughes.

MAIL CALL
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USS KEARSARGE COMMANDING OFFICERS

CV-33

  1)  Captain Francis Joseph McKenna    02 Mar 1946 to 16 Apr 1947
  2)  Captain William Theodore Rassier   16 Apr 1947 to 15 Jan 1948
  3)  Captain Curtis Stanton     15 Jan 1948 to 01 Dec 1948
  4)  Captain Walter Victor Rudolph Vieweg   01 Dec 1948 to 01 Sep 1949
  5)  Commander Harlan Thode Johnson   01 Sep 1948 to 16 Jun 1950
 Decommissioned      16 Jun 1950 to 15 Feb 1952

CVA-33

  6)  Captain Louis Eaton French     15 Feb 1952 to 06 Feb 1953 
  7)  Captain Thurston Booth Clark    06 Feb 1953 to 19 Dec 1953
  8)  Captain Thomas Barbee Neblett    19 Dec 1953 to 13 Sep 1954 
  9)  Captain William Leverette Kabler    13 Sep 1954 to 10 Sep 1955
10)  Captain Edwin Otto Wagner     10 Sep 1955 to 18 Sep 1956 
11)  Captain Ward Thorton Shields    18 Sep 1959 to 23 Sep 1957

CVS-33

12)  Captain Paul Edgar Emrick     23 Sep 1957 to 30 Aug 1958
13)  Captain William Arthur Dean Jr.    30 Aug 1958 to 26 Jun 1959
14)  Captain Robert Lee Townsend    26 Jun 1959 to 23 Jun 1960
15)  Captain Percival William Jackson    23 Jun 1960 to 23 Jun 1961
16)  Captain Louis Earle DeCamp    23 Jun 1961 to 02 Jul 1962
17)  Captain Eugene Parchman Rankin   02 Jul 1962 to 03 Jul 1963
18)  Captain Paul Nagle Gray     03 Jul 1963 to 26 Jun 1964
19)  Captain Charles Paul Muckenthaler Jr.   26 Jun 1964 to 29 Apr 1965
20)  Captain Merle Murray Hershey    29 Apr 1965 to 22 Apr 1966
21)  Captain Willard Lloyd Nyburg    22 Apr 1966 to 24 Mar 1967
22)  Captain Benjamin Colonna Tate    24 Mar 1967 to 07 Jul 1967
23)  Captain Creighton William Cook    07 Jul 1967 to 17 Jan 1969
24)  Captain Leonard Maynard Nearman   17 Jan 1969 to 13 Feb 1970
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MINI REUNIONS

In Aprl, Donnie Jackson, Rick SImms, Walt Dzubiak, 
Bob Rozgay, John Barkley, Roger Michelsen, Guy 
Lawrence had a mini-reunion in Las Vegas.

In May, Mike Hibner ETN2, Dan Doheny ETR3 & 
Don Ziebarth ETN3 met in northern New Mexico at 
Ghost Ranch. They were on the ship from 66-68.

In May, Martin Sterrett and Dale Maddy met for 
lunch in Tokin Creek, WI.

In June, Tom Gabbinilli, Ron Smith, Virgil Frederes, 
and Bill Hollywood caught King Salmon in 
Ketchikan, Alaska.

Richard H. Donley
February 17, 1927 - June 12, 2015 

 Richard H. Donley, 88, of Kissimmee, passed 
away on June 12, 2015. He was born on February 17, 
1927 to Harry and Ruth (Howe) Donley in Boston, 
MA. Richard Was a Senior Chief Petty Officer 
Retiring with 24 years of service in the US Navy in 
Aviation Maintainence. Richard enjoyed Computers, 
Golf and Photography. He was a member of The USS 
Kearsarge Assn., Chief Petty Officers Assn., Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, Fleet Reserve Assn., American 
Legion, Loyal Order of the Moose and the Golden 
Ears Club. Richard is survived by his loving spouse of 
34 years Nancy, his childern Wendell Donley, Randy 
Brown Cheryl Donley, Susan Garrant and Sherry 
Ellingson. and Many Grandchildren. A Memorial 
Gathering will be held Sunday, June 21, 2015 from 
4pm to 8pm with a Memorial Service at 7:00 pm at the 
Osceola Memory Gardens Funeral Home Kissimmee, 
FL. Inurnment will be Monday June 22, 2015 in The 
Florida National Cemetery in Bushnell, FL. Memorials 
are suggested to the Hospice of the Comforter 605 
Montgomery Rd. Altamonte Springs, FL 32714. 
Online condolences can be given at
 www.osceolamemgds.com.

Kent Weiser

 It's with great sadness that I inform you of the 
untimely death of Kent Weiser (ADJ-3, V-6, 59-61) 
of Hazleton N. Dakota. He met his death in a head-on 
collision between his Chrysler and a semi-truck near 
Linton N.D. about in early August. Kent and I were 
very close friends and had visited each others homes 
in the past 3-4 years. He was a great American Patriot 
and had raised a fine family on his farm in North 
Dakota.  I have already sent a personal eulogy that 
was read at his services.  Calvin Lindley

Leo H. Keiffer

I regret to inform you that my father Leo H. Keiffer, 
of Jones OK., passed away on March 10, 2015.  
Nancy E. Conrad 

TAPS
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SHIPS STORE

CV, CVA, CVS 33 - Navy or White - 
Med, large, W-large, 2x large - $29.00 

Golf Shirts

Sweat Shirts

CV, CVA, CVS 33 - Navy or White - 
Med, large, W-large, 2x large - $36.00 

CV, CVA, CVS 33 - Short sleeve - Navy 
only - Med, large, W-large, 2x large - 
$29.00 

Dress Shirts

Hats

Marine - Red 
- $14.00 

CV CVA CVS 33 
- Navy - $14.00 

LHD 3 - Navy
 - $7.00 

Watch Cap

Navy - CV, CVA, CVS 33 - $11.00 

Cloth - CV, CVA, 
CVS 33 - $5.00 

Ships Crest

Zippo Lighter

Chrome - LHD 3
 - $15.00 

Brass - LHD 3 
Ships crest - $15.00 

1st Day Cover Envelope -
 $1.50 

Dawn of Glory

 Print - LHD 3 with inserts 
of previous ships - $20.00 
 

Jackets The Port Authority Challenger jacket has a Tekon 
nylon durable, water repellent outside with a poly-
filled body with heavyweight fleece lining.  It has 
rib knit cuffs and waistband, zippered pockets 
outside a zippered inside pocket.  We are offering it 
in Navy with a Navy lining with USS 
KEARSARGE, CV,CVA,CVS and the ships 
silhouette on the back.
 Small, medium, large and 1X large for $57.00
2X large for $61.00      -     3X large for $65.00

A light weight nylon jacket with mesh lining is also 
available in Navy with the same stitching on the 
back.
Small, medium, large and 1X large for $53.00
2X large for $55.00     -    3X large for $57.00

ALL PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING AND HANDLING
Make checks payable to the Kearsarge Association and send order to: 
Charles Patton
9125 Live Oak Ave                (228) 875-7572
Ocean springs, MS 39564        charlotteap@bellsouth.net

They are a Special order item only and all sales are final.  When I 
have 6 orders I will place the order with the supplier.  We need a 
minimum of 6 to be eligible for the above mentioned prices.

www.kearsargeassociation.com

50th Anniversary

Magnetic - CV, CVA,
 CVS 33 - $2.50 

NEW MEMBER
Welcome Aboard! 

1454 Richard T. Takahashi  1958-1960

Airport Shuttle Service
The shuttle service run by the city for 
airport service is called Go Airport Shuttle.  
The phone number is (210) 281-9900 and 
the website is http://www.citytoursinc.com/
airport-shuttle. Guests may pay for and 
confirm their shuttle arrangements prior to 
their trip online or by phone.  The cost is 
approximately $19 per person each way or 
$34 per person for round trip when 
purchased in advance.  Alternatively, taxi 
cabs are available at the terminals and the 
cost for a cab to downtown San Antonio is 
approximately between $28--$35 dollars 
for up to four persons per cab.
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Association Office Holders
President: John Starnes, 2815 Spring Oaks Dr, Highland Village, TX 75077, (972) 317-0286  pstarnes2815@verizon.net

Vice President: Calvin Lindley, 9729 Shadow Wood Dr, Pensacola FL 32514, (850)477-0053  cvjan@cox.net
Secretary/Treasurer: Bill Hollywood, 3059 Crest Ave., Ketchikan, AK 99901, (907) 225-6556  aknos@outlook.com
Webmaster/Editor: Dale Maddy W11037 Lake View Dr., Lodi WI 53555, (608) 444-1783  dmaddy@frontier.com

      Ship store: Charles Patton, 9125 Live Oak Ave, Ocean Springs, MS 39564  (228) 875-7572  Charlotteap@bellsouth.net

Honorary President Kenneth McDaniel (Deceased) Association Founder

CHECK MAILING LABEL FOR YOUR MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATION DATE

If it has been highlighted in yellow please renew immediately

DUES and MEMBERSHIP
Annual membership dues are $15.00

Check payable to the: KEARSARGE ASSOCIATION
 Mail to: Bill Hollywood

New members, send your information to include:

Name, address, phone number, E-mail address, 
rate/rank, division, and years aboard.

If you are interested in receiving your Kearsaga via 
E-mail go to our web page and leave a message 
stating “Send KEARSAGA via E-mails.  For those 
who do not have a computer we will continue 
sending via U. S. Postal service.

Reunion
May 2 - 6, 2016

San Antonio, Texas

Details in this issue


